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N.Y. PROFESSOR
SEES CONTRACTS
AS SOLUTION
TO SOCIAL PROBLEMS
MISSOULA, Mont.--Dr. Raymond G. Hunt told an audience at the University of Montana Wednesday night that
concentration on defense-oriented research and development projects has

led to relative

neglect of other social problems in this country.
Speaking in the UM Music Recital Hall, Dr. Hunt, a psychology professor at the State
University of New York, Buffalo, said he feels the best way of handling our social problems
is through contracts between "public and private sectors" of our society.
He said his theory would be "a balance between a primarily capitalistic and a primarily
socialistic mode of operation," with capitalism referring to "a system of wholly private
ownership, control, allocation and use of productive resources," and socialism referring
"to a pattern of public ownership, control, allocation and use of resources."
Dr. Hunt said it isn't necessarily so that money spent on science, or more generally
on research and defense, will yield socially valuable fall-out.
Granting a good deal of socially useful commercial product spin-off from the space
program," Dr. Hunt explained, "the fact is that much, perhaps most, of the technology
developed has no earthly application, or at least not enough to justify its cost."
He emphasized that, along with the positive spin-off, defense-oriented research and
development programs have generated negative spin-offs in the form of neglected social
problems and alienated citizens.
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Contracts or agreements between private and public sectors of our society, Dr. Hunt
indicated, would establish a type of "contract state... designed to be sensitive to public
priorities."

In this way such contracting would be a sort of "missing link"

between

capitalism and socialism.
"In short," he continued, "it (the contract state) retains a structural separation
of public and private sectors but seeks their functional integration via the mechanism of
the contract."
Such' a contract state, he concluded, "provides for a continuing, operationally
involved public presence."
Dr. Hunt was second of five speakers who will participate during the current academic
year in the Sperry and Hutchinson Lecture Series at UM under a $2,000 grant from the
SSH firm.

The series is under the direction of Dr. George J. Brabb, professor of management

in the .School of Business Administration at UM.

###

